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AN    APPRECIATION. 


h.  W.  Harris  was  one  of  the  first 
men  who  sprang  to  the  grasp  of  their 
musket  in  the  dark  hour  of  1861  and 
stayed  resolutely  to  the  finish,  never 
shirking  a  soldier's  duty,  nor  missing 
a  battle.  His  loyalty  to  the  principles 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
since  the  war,  has  been  perfect. 

The  same  inherent  patriotic  impulse 
that  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of 
the  hastily  gathered  fighting  force  of 
the  war,  carried  him  into  the  first  ro- 
ganization  of  the  noble  defender  of 
this  republic.  The  roster  of  the  de- 
partment of  Illinois  G.  A.  R.  carries 
his  name  as  a  delegate  to  all  of  its 
encampments.  And  during  several 
consecutive  years  that  he  was  com- 
mander of  Union  Post  No.  302,  at  Au- 
gusta, Illinois,  a  large  per  cent  of 
membership  went  with  him  to  the  de- 
partment annual  meetings  than  from 
any  other  Post  in  the  state. 

He  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
procession  when  it  numbered  over  a 
hundred  at  the  funeral  of  a  comrade, 
in  the  village  of  Augusta,  and  never 
missed  one  of  these  public  tributes  to 
the  soldier  memory,  down  to  the  time 
when  as  a  commander  he  could  only 
muster  a  half  dozen  decrepit  com- 
rades able  to  march  to  the  cemetery. 

Himself  and  his  devoted  wife  never 
fail  to  attend  every  national  encamp- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army,  no  matter 
where  it  is  held.  He  has  served  on 
the  staff  of  national  commanders  at 
these  encampments. 

Faithful  to  an  eminent  degree  as  a 
soldier  and  patriot,  few  who  have  de- 
voted their  life  work  of  good  citizen- 
ship to  the  town  of  Augusta,  111.,  are 
entitled  to  higher  esteem  of  its  people 
than  Luther  W.  Harris  of  Co.  B.  7th 
Mo.  Cav.  and  Co.  H.  72nd  Illinois  Inf. 

Homer  Mead,  M.  D., 

Augusta,  111. 


LUTHER  WILLIAM  HARRIS 

Luther  William  Harris  was  born  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  March  21,  1843. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  Harris 
and  Margaret  (McClure)  Harris.  His 
father  was  born  in  Ohio,  1817,  and  his 
mother  was  born  in  Lexington,  Ky. 

When  a  mere  child  his  father  died 
of  cholera  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Harris  and  family  moved  back  near 
her  old  home  in  McDonough  county. 

In  1868  Mr.  Harris  married  Mary 
McCoy,  who  passed  away  April  17, 
1881.  In  1883  Mr.  Harris  married 
Mrs.  Jesie  (Markee)  Mecum.  To  this 
union  two  sons  were  born,  Charles  and 
Bert  Harris.  Later  they  were  di- 
vorced. In  1894,  May  6th,  Mr.  Har- 
ris married  Mrs.  Adah  (Hickok) 
Kindred.  To  this  union  one  daughter 
was  born,  Nellie  G.  Harris,  of  Au- 
gusta, 111. 

Mr.  Harris  moved  to  Augusta  in 
1894,  and  has  made  Augusta  his  home 


N     AUGUST     1,    1861,   I 
enlisted    with    Company 
B.  Black  Hawk  cavalry. 
^^  E.  E.  Bredette  had  been 

r,  Oi   in  the   Service   of  U.   S. 

V;s?=^fs^5t  Marine  Recruits  and  he 
organized  a  company  at  Augusta 
called  Co.  B.,  Black  Hawk  cavalry, 
which  was  mostly  made  up  of  Han- 
cock and  Schuyler  county  boys.  I 
joined  with  the  rest  of  them.  Hese- 
kiah  Stout  was  from  Rushville.  He 
became  first  lieutenant  and  Robert  J. 
Young  was  second  lieutenant.  Cap- 
tain Bredette  was  a  resident  of  Au- 
gusta. His  wife  was  Dr.  Samuel 
Mead's  daughter,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers. 

Captain  Bredette  took  us  boys  down 
to  Rushville  to  show  us  off.  We  all 
felt  proud  of  our  new  uniforms  and 
caps.  Capt.  Bredette  rode  a  fine 
horse,  one  he  had  bought  of  Nicho- 
las Myers,  and  the  horse  was  a 
beauty.  Mr.  Myers  rode  one  of  his 
own  horses. 

From  Rushville  we  went  to  War- 
saw, ni.  Here  we  stayed  a  few  days. 
Rendezvous  at  Warsaw,  111.,  about 
August  15.  1861,  with  William  Bishop 
as  Colonel,  and  Major  David  McKee, 
quartermaster  Major  Park. 

In  October  the  regiment  was  trans- 
ferred across  the  river  to  Alexandria, 
Mo.,  whei-e  we  remained  until  Novem- 
ber, then  we  went  to  Hannibal  by 
boat.  From  Hannibal  we  went  "by 
railroad  to  Macon  City,  Mo.  We  re- 
mained here  until  April,  1862.  The 
company  was  mounted  while  at  Alex- 
andria and  during  the  time  the  com- 
pany was  at  Macon  City,  they  were 
scouting  for  guerrillas.  The  company 
scouted  north  to  Kirksville,  south  to 
the  Missouri  river  and  east  to  Shelby- 
ville.  About  the  20th  of  December, 
1861,  Co.  B.  went  on  scout  into  Boone 
county,  about  four  miles  from  the 
town  of  Sturgeon. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  just  after 
daylight,  the  command  surprised  the 
enemy's  camp  of  about  four  hundred 
men,  who  were  just  leaving  for  their 
homes  to  join  the  rebel  Price's  army. 
This  was  the  first  skirmish  for  Co.  B. 
The  enemy  escaped,  with  one  killed 
and  three  slightly  M^ounded.  Co.  B. 
had  three  slightly  wounded,  who  were 
namely  Brailan  Fox,  Seely  Ketchum 
and    Benjamin    Clair.     We    captured 


seventeen  prisoners  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  rifles  and   shot  guns. 

The  night  previous,  the  enemy  had 
cut  the  telegraph  wires  and  torn  up 
the  Missouri  railroads  and  for  this 
act  sixteen  or  seventeen  were  court 
ma.shaileu,  sentenced  to  be  shot,  but 
instead  were  sent  to  Military  Prison 
at  Alton,   Illinois. 

At  this  time  Co.  B.  was  the  only 
company  that  was  mounted.  We 
were  sent  out  scouting  often,  watching 
railroads  and  bridges.  During  the 
wmter  we  camped  on  the  fair  grounds 
at  Macon  City  during  Christmas  week. 
The  first  of  Februa.y  we  had  quar- 
ters in  a  vacant  store  building.  The 
regiment  not  having  been  recruited 
to  a  full  cavalry  regiment  it  was  con- 
solidated with  other  detachments  and 
became  the  7th  Mo.  cavalry.  Company 
A.,  from  Iowa,  Co.  S.  B.  C.  E.  G.  from 
Illinois,  and  the  other  seven  from 
Missouri. 

Some  time  in  April,  1862,  the  regi- 
ment went  to  Boonville,  Mo.,  and 
stayed  there  a  short  time  scouting. 
Then  we  marched  to  Independence, 
arriving  there  sometime  in  May. 
Here  we  did  scouting  after  Quantarl 
Guerillas.  With  Co.  B.  was  Co.  C. 
nlso  a  comnany  from  Missouri — miP.- 
tia  comprising  a  command  of  about 
250  men,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
a.  t  Bnell    a  regular  army  officer. 

While  at  Independence  we  were  in 
the  saddle  most  of  the  time,  after 
Quanterl  and  his  gang,  who  were 
thought  by  many  people  to  be  brave 
men,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
they  were  desperadoes.  These  Guer- 
illas could  have  had  a  fight  any  day 
in  the  week,  as  fifty  or  sixty  of  our 
command  were  out  every  day.  They 
could  have  fired  in  our  column  and 
then  fled,  as  they  knew  e\'e  v  nath  i^ 
the  country.  Co.  B.  was  on  a  scout 
Avith  the  militia  under  their  Captain 
Thomas.  While  going  through  the 
thickest  of  hazel  brushes,  someone 
fired  into  our  ranks  and  second  man 
in  front  of  Geo.  H.  Glass  fe'l  from  his 
saddle,  killed  instantly.  His  name 
was  Marion  Thorp.  Those  at  the 
head  of  the  column  returned  fire  and 
killed  one  of  the  gang. 

Our  camp  was  attacked  by  800  re- 
bels under  General  Hughes.  The  men 
were  scarely  up  when  th':^  attack  was 
made.     The  location  of  our  camp  was 


at  the  outskirts  of  town,  on  a  ten  acre 
field,  with  a  modest  building  which 
was  used  as  a  hospital  and  ranking 
officers  in  camp. 

Captain  James  Breckenridge  of  Co. 
B.,  who  came  from  Co.  E.,  and  took 
E.  Bredette's  place  who  was  killed, 
or  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed, 
as  his  body  was  never  found.  Capt. 
Breckenridge  was  promoted  from 
First  Lieutenant  to  Captain  to  com- 
mand Co.  B, 

Capt.  Buell  located  up  town  in  a 
bank  buik'ing,  and  the  enemy  placed 
straw  against  the  door  and  set  fire  to 
it  to  burn  him  out.  He  surrendered 
the  camp  and  the  men  were  dis- 
charged. The  rebel  commander.  Gen- 
eral Hughes,  was  killed  and  some- 
thing like  fourteen  were  killed.  At 
the  time  of  the  fight,  I  and  several 
others  were  up  town  on  provest  duty. 

After  being  discharged  from  No.  7 
Missouri  Cavalry  Co.  B.,  I  returned 
home,  but  the  beating  of  drums  and 
call  to  arms  was  so  strong  I  couldn't 
resist,  for  our  country  needed  men, 
and  on  August  14,  1862,  I  enlisted  in 
Company  H.,  72nd  Infantry. 

John  Avery  was  calling  for  volun- 
teers. He  was  lieutenant  of  Company 
C.  There  were  fourteen  of  us  boys. 
William  Thompson  went  as  sargeant 
but  deserted  in  three  months.  I  re- 
enlisted  and  went  to  Chicago,  into 
camp  south  of  the  city,  and  here  we 
remained  until  a  regiment  was  made 
up,  which  took  about  a  month.  Our 
company  was  called  the  "first  regi- 
ment of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade." 
The  company  called  themselves  "Han- 
cock Guards." 

The  very  day  of  our  muster  we 
took  the  train  for  Cairo,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  24th  of  August,  or  the 
next  day.  There  were  thirty-seven 
officers  and  930  men.  Edward  C. 
Prior,  of  Chicago,  was  our  captain, 
John  W.  Murry  first  lieutenant.  He 
resigned  in  a  year.  Second  lieuten- 
ant was  Charles  Thompson.  He  was 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  in  Sep- 
tember. 

From  Cairo  we  were  ordered  to  Fa- 
duca,  Ky.,  where  we  went  on  post 
duty  until  the  17th,  when  we  were 
sent  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  where  we  did 
guard  and  picket  duty  and  when  not 
on  duty  we  were  in  constant  drilling. 


We  were  called  one  of  the  finest  or- 
ganizations in  the  army,  and  we  were 
proud  of  our  name.  From  Columbus 
we  went  to  Clarkson,  Mo.,  and  did 
some  fighting  and  took  some  prison- 
ers in  the  fight  and  captured  a  rebel 
camp. 

We  were  then  ordered  to  join  Gen- 
eral Quimby's  command,  the  seventh 
division,  seventeenth  army  corps,  at 
Moscow,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  we 
were  sent  to  join  Grant's  army,  but 
as  our  supplies  were  cut  off  we  wnet 
back  and  guarded  the  wagon  trains 
to  Memphis,  where  we  made  our  head- 
quarters until  January  19,  1863.  Here 
we  did  some  scouting  and  captured 
quite  a  number  of  rebel  guerrillas. 

On  March  1,  we  started  down  the 
Yazoo  Pass,  but  finding  Fort  Rem- 
berton  in  our  way,  and  not  being 
able  to  take  it  just  then,  we  went 
back,  and  on  April  23  we  went  to 
Milliken  Bend,  La.  From  here  we 
went  with  Grant  to  Vicksburg,  in 
time  to  turn  the  rebels  to  the  left. 
It  decided  the  fate  of  the  day. 

On  May  17  we  marched  to  Big 
Black  at  the  rear  of  Vicksburg.  Two 
days  later  our  regiment  was  the  first 
to  open  the  attack  on  the  rebels' 
stronghold.  In  this  desperate  charge 
of  May  22,  we  gained  the  highest  hon- 
ors to  ourselves.  We  fought  bravely 
till  the  last  to  win  or  die.  We  lost 
130  men,  some  wounded,  some  missing 
and  killed.  Here  we  stayed  until 
July.  The  72nd  were  the  first  to  en- 
ter the  city.  On  July  12,  the  72nd 
landed  in  Natchez,  Miss.,  taking  pos- 
session of  the  town,  and  captured  a 
large  number  of  prisoners,  pieces  of 
artillery,  confederate  government 
stores  and  5,000  head  of  Texas  cattle, 
and  we  had  plenty  of  meat  for  a 
while. 

On  October  18,  1863,  we  went  to 
Vicksburg,  where  we  did  provost  duty 
and  remained  here  until  October  30, 
1864.  Here  we  had  two  small  fights, 
at  Benton  Arbor,  Miss.,  and  at  Grand 
Gulf,  Miss.  While  here  at  Vicksburg 
we  located  "Whistling  Dick,"  the  no- 
torious rebel  cannon,  that  caused 
much  havoc  with  the  northern  troops. 
This  held  up  the  troops  for  weeks. 
It  was  the  bane  of  lives  and  artillery 
for  weeks.  We  could  not  seem  to 
locate  the  cannon  position,  and  at  last 


we  got  tired  of  having  our  camp  shot 
up  and  our  stores  blown  to  pieces, 
so  we  slipped  out  one  morning  with  a 
small  contingent,  captured  the  cannon 
and  blew  it  up  before  the  enemy  could 
send  more  men  to  support  their  gun- 
ners, and  that  finished  "Whistling 
Dick." 

On  October  30,  1864,  we  were  or- 
dered to  report  to  Major  General 
Howard,  commanding  the  army  and 
department  of  Tennessee,  then  with 
Sherman,  Arriving  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  we  found  ourselves  too  late  to 
go  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  We 
then  joined  Major  General  Schofield 
Commander  on  November  2,  at  Col- 
umbia. When  Hood  crossed  the  Ten- 
nessee river  we  went  back  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

On  November  29th  the  72nd  was  in 
the  severe  battle  on  Spring  Hill,  on 
the  road  between  Columbia  and 
Franklin.  On  the  next  day,  in  the 
morning,  we  arrived  from  our  famous 
night  hike  under  cover  of  darkness. 
We  passed  the  rebel  guard  and  we 
beat  Hood  to  Franklin.  We  hastily 
threw  up  light  earthworks  and  at  4 
o'clock  Hood  attacked  us.  We  fought 
from  4  p.  m.  till  1  a.  m.  under  steady 
fire.  The  battle  of  Franklin  was  one 
of  the  most  desperate  and  sanguinary 
battles  of  the  civil  war.  The  loss  of 
men  far  exceeded  that  of  any  other 
battle. 

Franklin  is  situated  on  the  bend  of 
the  big  Harpeth  river,  and  the  line  of 
defense  selected  by  General  Schofield 
was  a  half  circle,  the  center  guarding 
the  Columbia  Pike,  with  both  ends  of 
the  flanks  resting  in  front  of  the  line, 
sloped  so  every  part  was  in  front  and 
could  be  seen  from  the  works. 

The  72nd  Infantry  was  a  part  of 
16  corps  and  had  been  left  in  garri- 
son in  lower  Mississippi  by  General 
Thomas,  under  authority  during  Sher- 
man's absence.  Later  72nd  was  at- 
tached to  Strickland  Brigade  at 
Frankiln.  In  the  fight  at  Franklin 
our  company  stood  at  Locust  Grove. 
Here  we  killed  the  rebel  general 
Cheatum,  just  in  front  of  us,  also  our 
captain,  E.  C.  Prior,  was  shot  after- 
wards and  died  from  the  wounds. 
Bill  Newcomb.  standing  at  my  side, 
was  shot.  I  helped  carry  him  back 
out  of  the  battle  line.     His   brother, 


Proctor,  came  after  him  and  took  him 
home,  where  he  died  from  gangrene 
at  his  home  in  Pulaski. 

At  the  battle  of  Franklin  the  fed- 
eral center  gave  away  near  Columbia 
Pike  and  through  the  gap  came  the 
confederates.  The  result  of  the  fight 
was  a  desperate  hand  to  hand  fight 
and  at  this  critical  moment  a  brigade 
of  federals  gallantly  charged  and  re- 
stored the  line,  capturing  about  700 
confederate  troops  within  the  en- 
trenchments. An  Osage  Orange 
hedge  broke  the  full  force  of  the  con- 
federate charge,  as  it  was  hard  to  get 
through  it.  The  confederates  went 
down  before  the  federal's  fire  like 
leaves  in  the  autumn.  The  battle 
raged   on  till  after  midnight. 

From  Franklin  we  marched  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  arriving  on  Decem- 
ber 1.  Here  we  were  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  federal  lines.  We-  were 
under  A.  J.  Smith's  command  in  De- 
cember. The  whole  union  army,  with 
General  Grant  as  commander,  united 
all  the  forces  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains  under  his  command.  We 
next  moved  outside  of  the  works  to 
give  Hood  a  battle.  The  following 
day  was  the  great  battle  of  Nashville, 
on  December  15,  1864.  The  battle  of 
Nashville  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant battles.  When  we  whipped  the 
Rebs,  the  federals  attacked  both 
flanks  of  the  confederates.  The  move- 
ment was  particularly  successful  for 
the  confederates  left  were  forced  in 
a  new  position,  as  the  result  of  the 
day's  fighting.  We  captured  sixteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  1200  prisoners, 
several  100  stands  of  arms,  and  forty 
wagons.  The  confederates  were  hard 
pressed  and  were  forced  to  cross  the 
Tennessee  river. 

From  January  3,  1865  on,  we  were 
in  pursuit  of  Hood's  army.  He  es- 
caped us  by  crossing  the  Tennessee 
river  at  Clifton.  From  Clifton  we 
took  boats  and  went  up  the  Tennessee 
river  to  Eastport,  Miss.,  arriving 
there  January  13,  1865,  remaining  in 
quarters  until  February  9.  We  took 
trips  to  luka  and  Corinth,  Miss.,  but 
were  not  very  successful  and  Febru- 
ary 9  went  to  New  Orleans  and  stayed 
till  in  March,  when  we  went  to  the 
Spanish  fort.  In  the  evening  our 
regiment  was  in  a  siege,  the  Union 
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troops  in  the  front  line.  The  attack 
began  about  midnight.  The  first  bri- 
gade, with  the  72nd  and  the  third  bri- 
j?ade,  sixteenth  army  corps,  charged 
on  the  enemy  works,  capturing  the 
fort  the  next  morning.  We  went  from 
ther  to  Blakley.  The  divisions  were 
held  there  to  help  others.  At  Blak- 
ley we  charged  on  the  rebel's  works 
and  took  the  place.  We  then  went 
into  camp  until  May  14. 

On  May  14  we  moved  towards 
Montgomery,  Ala.  This  was  a  200- 
mile  march.  We  stayed  until  May 
23:  d.  While  there  we  did  guard  and 
post  duty.  While  there  I  did  guard 
duty  over  the  plantation  owned  by  a 
lady  known  to  us  boys  as  Mother 
Griswell.  She  had  a  large  distillery, 
but  she  was  loyal  to  her  country  and 
flag.  The  rebels  captured  her  hus- 
band. He  tried  to  get  away,  but  was 
killed  by  blood  hounds.  The  son  was 
also  captured,  but  succeeded  in  get- 
ting away,  but  was  badly  torn  by 
blood  hounds.  There  was  one  daugh- 
ter at  home  called  Mollie  Griswell. 

We  had  orders  to  report  at  Vicks- 
burg  to  be  mustered  out.  We  hired 
some  men  to  carry  our  knap  sacks  for 
us.  After  we  were  mustered  out  we 
started  for  the  steamer  that  was  to 
carry  us  to  Cairo,  Our  captain  said: 
'the  first  regiment  gets  the  vessel," 
so  we  boys  hiked  it  on  the  railroad 
track,  and  it  wasn't  a  very  easy  task, 
for  the  ties  were  so  far  apart.  Our 
colonel  went  with  us.  We  left  at  6 
a.  m.,  getting  there  at  6  p.  m.,  a  five- 
mile  hike,  but  with  the  thoughts  of 
home  and  freedom  it  gave  us  lots  of 
pep.  As  we  n^ared  the  steamer  we 
saw  the  other  boys  coming  down  the 
Su  ^^  ^^^"'*  ^^^^  t^em  much. 
1  hey  had  to  camp  and  wait  until  the 
next  boat. 

We  went  to  Cairo,  landed  and  went 
to  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  station 
tor   Chicago.     Here   we   received   our 


discharges  on  August  7,  1865,  and 
pay.  Then  we  took  the  train  for 
home,   arriving   at   Augusta. 

Four  of  us  boys  were  on  the  train, 
namely  Bill  Roads.  Corn  Farwell  and 
Bill  Fairchilds.  We  stayed  that  night 
with  a  lady  (widow  Lenian),  who  kept 
a  boarding  house  where  Charles  Hes- 
lep  now  lives. 

We  had  fought  seven  battles,  eleven 
skirmishes,  travelled  9280  miles,  un- 
der fire  145  days. 

Number  of  officers  killed  7 

Number  of  men  killed  78 

Number  of  officers  died  of  disease  3 
Number  of  men  died  of  disease....  130 

Number  of  officers  wounded  10 

Number  of  men  wounded  ...:...: 120 

Number  of  officers  taken  prisoners  3 
Number  of  men  taken  prisoners..-     76 

Total  :.____.  427 

Number  of  officers  returning  with 

regiment  22 

Number  of  men    returning    with 
regiment  ..._.: ... 310 

Total  _.-._.: 332 

Number  of  officers  mustered  in 37 

Number  of  men  mustered  in 930 

Total  967 


Due  to  the  meager  data  on  file, 
these  facts  have  been  very  difficult 
to  obtain.  I  would  have  been  glad 
for  more  enlightment  on  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  country. 

Due  to  the  scarcity  of  the  soldiers 
of  1861,  I  have  collected  the  data  from 
personal  friends  in  action,  with  the 
aforesaid  named  soldier. 

I  wish  to  express  my  high  regards 
and  esteem  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
that  my  father  served,  also  the  later 
war  veterans. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  contributors, 
Dr.  Homer  Mead,  Geo.  H.  Glass  and 
others,  with  the  biography. 

Written  by  his   daughter, 

Nellie  G.  Harris. 


